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Takasi Tuyama*: Miscellaneous notes on Camellias 

& Oi. f«f* : y * * <d rn 3E 

(Pis. XII~XIII) 

In the course of my Camellia studies, it became necessary to me to publish 
several results of which some are already published in the book, Tuyama and 
Futakuchi: Camellia cultivars of Japan in Japanese (May, 20, 1966). In addition, 
some corrections to my previously published papers are included here. 

1) Thea reticulata Pierre var. rosea Makino f. subvidua Makino shibe- 
nashi-wabisuke nov.). This was first named by the late Dr. Makino in 1910 (Bot. 
Mag. Tokyo 24 : 83), but was left long unknown among the Japanese botanists, 
until it has recently met with by me incidentally at the private Camellia Garden of 
Mr. Saburo Yokoyama, Seijo-machi, Tokyo. The colored photograph of this kind 
is shown on PI. XII, upper side of this volume. The most distinguishing feature of 
this plant is that the androecium is totally lacking except for the collar-like ring 
almost wholly fused to the basal part of corolla tube. 

The original discription by Makino based on the cultivated plant at Oji, Tokyo 
reads as follows. “Stamens none, or very imperfectly developed, short white.” In 
the plant I have seen, however, the ‘collar’ is 2—3 mm high and shaped like a 
shallow cup around the ovary with smooth edge, only one flower out of more than 
10 flowers exceptionally having a sign of degenerated staminal filaments giving a 
rough appearance to the edge, and in this case attaining to the hight of 5 mm. 
The leaves are often slightly evolute on the margin, and the veinlets are normally 
slightly impressed. Otherwise, Makino’s description matches quite well with this 
plant. Mr. Saburo Yokoyama told me that this plant was bought from Gotemba 
Noen (Gotemba Nursery) several years ago. 

As to the scientific name of this plant, owing to our scantiness of knowledge 
on this phylogenetically confusing cultivar, I feel great difficulties of naming. It is 
obvious that the plant has no direct relationship to Camellia reticulata , and can 
not be treated as a forma as done by Makino under C. reticulata Lindl. var. 
campanulata (Makino) Makino in Journ. Jap. Bot. 1: 40 (1918). 

Recently Prof. Kitamura revised this group and gave this plant a new name, 
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Ca?7iellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. campanulata Kitam. form, subvidua (Makino) 
Kitam. As a temporary treatment of so-called ‘Wabisuke’ group, it may be 
wise to follow Prof. Kitamura, and the plant in question may well be treated 
as var. subvidua (Makino) Tuyama. The synonymy is given under item no. 7. 

2) “ Hatsukari ” (1879)—PI. XII, lower side. 

The name of this Camellia was first published on 1879 in Kouemon Ito and 
others’ “Chinka-Shu” (Collection of Camellia Flowers—Woodcut print on one 
sheet of paper. This was reproduced in Tuyama and Futakuchi, 1. c.). This plant 
belongs also to Wabisuke group, and the ovary has dense hairs. 

Supplementary description. Branchlet rather straight, internode longer than 
ordinal cultivars, cinerascent. Leaves narrow straight and stiff, plicate along the 
midrib, lateral nerves and veinlets manifectly impressed. The color of leaves tend 
to be light green—yellow. Corolla widely opening. Petals gradually recurved at 
the apex, slightly emarginated, broadest at near the apex, gradually and in some 
instances abruptly attenuated to the base, often the margin near the apex recurved 
a little. The color of the flower is very pale rosy pink with, from time to time, 
the nuance of rose, dorsal surface being more densely rosy, and the outermost petal 
rose-colored on both surfaces. 

The description given by Ito and others is very brief and literally translated 
like as follows. “White and small flower with the variegation of red.” As the 
word “red” translated here pertains to many kind of colors in the tranditional 
horticulturists’ usage, the description should not be read as is translated here, 
however, there might have been some errors in their description itself, as there 
is no actual variegation in the living specimens. 

3) “Wabisuke” (1710)—PL XIII, upper side. - 

The photograph shown in PL XIII, is what I mean “Wabisuke”, and quite 
a different cultivar from described or referred to by many authors like Dr. Makino 
and Prof. Kitamura. Recent authors’ “Wabisuke” is white colored “Shiro-wabi- 
suke” as shown on below left of Pl. XIII. “Wabisuke” as defined by Ihei Ito in 
his famous Zoho-Chikin Sho published in 1710 was described by himself as “Wabi¬ 
suke : Small single red, infundibuliform, with small spots of white. Also called 
Kocho.” The only exception before Makino (1910) as far as I know that the name 
was applied to the white flowered one is seen in Senkao Den published in 1851. 
Tsubaki-Nayose (ex libris Shirawanis), a manuscript dated middle of Feb. 1812 says 
concerning this cultivar, that “...also flowering in pure white and red intermingled 
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with the spotted.” This is true to the plants now in cultivation under the name 
of “Wabisuke”. Even the white flowered “Wabisuke” is quite different from 
“Shiro-wabisuke” in the nature of the flower and the leaf. 

4) “Shiro-wabisuke 95 (1879) PI. XIII, lower left. 

This winter flowering cultivar has a great fame as one of the best for the 
tea-ceremony flowers. In full blossom, the petals plicate along a midline, and both 
sides incurve strongly thus giving impression that the apex of petal is pointed. As 
to the hairs on the ovary, Makino says in his original description that ( ‘...ovary 
shortly ovoid, glabrous or nearly so from the degeneration of hairs,...” In fact, 
I have often found the ovary entirely glabrous, or only scantily hairy on one or 
two small spots on the shoulder or on the side wall. In one case, however, I 
have found a flower with the ovary that is entirely covered with more or less 
scattered long hairs on all the side wall, but this plant with this flower in all 
respects surely belongs to “Shiro-wabisuke”. 

5) “Sukiya” (1879)—PI. XIII, lower right. 

Photograph of this cultivar is given on PI. XIII, below right. Prof. Kitamura 
took this as synonymous with “Uraku”, but in fact, Tarokaja of Tokyo or in the 
vicinity of this city is synonymous to “Uraku” of Kyoto, and “Sukiya” described 
by Makino after long the tradition of horticulturists in Japan is different and 
independent cultivar. “Uraku” (Kyoto) or “Tarokaja” (Tokyo) as seen in Camel¬ 
lia Cultivars in Japan , pi. 222 (1966) is the larger flowered with the beautifully 
wrinkled petals, and a little sweet-scented, on the other hand, “Sukiya” is the smaller 
and paler flowered one with the petals strongly concave and expanding subhori- 
zontally at the apex. The leaves of the latter is much smaller and thinner in texture 
with minute serrations closely arranged. 

6) “Seiobo 99 

This cultivar was first met with by me in Kanazawa City in the spring of 
1957. It was highly esteemed by the citizens over there as a garden plant, and 
most of them were planted in the private gardens that were not so easily opened 
to the public. I considered that at that time there were very few plants of this 
kind on sale in the Kansai District, including Kyoto and Osaka. It now is be¬ 
coming a plant not so rare as before in the said locality and even in Tokyo. 
The remarkable character of this cultivar is in that the ovary is sparsely hairy on 
all its sides. I will temporarily include this one in the “Wabisuke” group in s. 1. 

The growth is very slow with considerably thick branches expanding horizontally 
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or somewhat pendulously. Flowers are solitary and terminal at the apex of the 
main stem, followed by secondary smaller flowers in the apices on the short 
branchlets attached to the stout branches inside the canopy. Flowers are all 
single, light pinkish and in the back of the petals there are dark rose coloration 
being paler to the periphery like sun-burned color on one side of the peach fruits. 
Seiobo is a name of peach cultivar in China and originally derived from the name 
of Goddess of China pertaining to the peach fruit. Petals, androecium, and pistil 
are all thick, and the ovary is 4—5 mm high and broad somewhat angled at its 
shoulder, the lateral side of it slightly grooved longitudinally all round with a 
broadened, thick basal disk. 

7) Nomenclature of so-called “Wabisuke 55 group 

The numerical that is attached to each Japanese name denotes the Christian 
era in which they were first published with the Japanese description. 

Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. in Act. Phyt. Geo. 14: 63 et 115 (1950^2). 

Thea reticulata (Lindley) Seemann ex Pierre, FI. For. Cochinch. 2, sub. t. 
119 (1885) 

var. rosea Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 24: 80 Fig. 4 (1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindley, Bot. Reg. t. 1078 (1827) var. Wabisuke (Makino) 
Makino in Journ. Jap. Bot. 1: 40 (1918). 

Camellia cuspidata Nakai in Journ. Jap. Bot. 16: 693 (1940), p. p., non 
Wright. 

Nom. jap. Shi ro-w obi sake (1879, Wabisuke of most authors in Tokyo). 

var. bicolor (Makino) Tuyama, stat. nov. 

Thea reticulata Pierre var. companulata Makino, 1. c. 81 (1910) form, bicolor 
Makino 1. c. 84, Fig. 7 (1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindley var. campanulata Makino form, bicolor Makino, 
1. c. 40 (1918). 

Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. campanulata (Makino) Kitam. form, bicolor 
(Makino) Kitam., 1. c. 63 (1950) et 115 1. c. (1952). 

Nom. jap. Wabisuke (1710, Kochd-wabisuke 1879 and most authors in Tokyo). 

var. campanulata (Makino) Kitam., 1. c. 63 (1950)—cf. Tuyama et Futa- 
kuchi, 1. c. t. 224 (1966). 

Thea reticulata (Lindl.) Pierre var. campanulata Makino, l.c,, Fig. 5 (1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindl. var. campanulata (Makino) Makino, l.c. 40 (1918). 

Nom. jap. Beni-wabisuke (1879). 
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var. subvldua (Makino) Tuyama, stat. nov. 

Thea reticulata Pirere var. campanulata Makino 1. c. form, subvidua Makino, 
1. c. 83, Fig. 6 (1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindley var. campanulata (Makino) Makino, form, sub¬ 
vidua Makino (Makino) 1. c. 40 (1918). 

Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. campanulata Kitam. form, subvidua (Makino) 
Kitam., 1. c. 63 (1950). 

Nom. jap. Shibenasbi-wabisuke (nov.), Momoiro-wabisuke (Makino, 1910) 

var. albo-rosea (Makino) Tuyama, stat. nov. 

Thea reticulata (Lindley) Pierre var. albo-rosea Makino, 1. c. 79, PI. 4(1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindley var. albo-rosea (Makino) Makino, 1. c. 40 (1918). 

Norn. jap. Hatsukari (1879). 

var. rosea (Makino) Kitam. 1. c. (1950). 

Thea reticulata (Lindl.) Pierre var. rosea Makino, 1. c. 78 Fig. 3 (1910). 

Camellia reticulata Lindl. var. rosea (Makino) Makino, l.c. 39 Fig. 3 (1918). 

Nom. jap. Sukiya (1879), Momoiro-wabisuke (in Hort.) 

The English description is given in the item 5) of this paper. 

Camellia Uraku Kitam. in Act. Phytotax. Geobot. 14: 117 (1952)—1. c. 16: 
16 (1955). 

Nom. jap. Tardkaja (1879, Tokyo) , or Uraku (Kyoto—may be earlier name). 

Camellia Seiobo Tuyama, nov. sp. (cultigen). 

Arbor mediocris, foliis late lanceolatis crassis apice longe acuminatis, nervis 
lateralibus venulisque impressis, floribus solitariis vel raro binis in partibus apicalibus 
ramulorum, sub et post anthesi non apertibus semiclausis totis ellipsoideis vel 
oblongoideis, petalis magnis ca. 5 in numemero, in partibus dorsalibus valde con- 
vexis generaliter pallide roseis sed in medio intense roseo-maculatis praeter mar- 
ginibus subito pallidioribus, texturis crassis, tubo androecei cylindrico apice saepe 
paululo attenuato cum staminibus crassis subnumerioribus, antheris in marjoribus 
generis. Stylus validus simplex sed apice breviter 3- raro 4-fidus, ovario majore ad 
5 mm alto et crasso, lateraliter cum pilis brevioribus sparce disposito. 

Nom. jap. Seiobo . Spec, typic. in Herb. Univ. Tokyo. 

8) Revised nomenclature on snow camellia and white-flowered form. 

Camellia japonica Linn. Sp. PI. ed. 1: 698 (1753). 

var. decumbens Sugimoto, Key to the Trees and Shrubs of Japan 

252 (1936). cum diagn. lat. “Frutex 1-2 m, caulis e basi ramosus 
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ascendens. Prov. Iwashiro. (J. Sugimoto !).” 

Camellia japonica Linn. var. rusticana (Honda) Tuyama in Journ. Jap. Bot. 
41: 46 (1966)—Tuyama et Futakuchi, Camellia Cultiv. Jap. 460 (1966), syn. nov. 

Camellia rusticana Honda in Biosphaera 1: 100, c. fig. (1947)—Tuyama in Journ. 
Jap. Bot. 24: 97 (1949) c. fig., etc. 

Camellia japonica Linn, subsp. rusticana (Honda) Kitam. Act. phytotax. 
Geobot. 14: 61 (1950). 

Nom. jap. Yuki-tsubaki, Oku-tsubaki (Sugimoto, 1936), Saruiwa-tsubaki 
(Honda, 1947) 

forma albiflora (Ikogami) Tuyama comb. nov. 

Camellia japonica var. rusticana Honda form, leucantha (Honda) Tuyama, 
Journ. Jap. Bot. 41: 46 (1966), syn. nov. 

Camellia rusticana Honda form, albiflora Ikegami in Journ. Jap. Bot. 32: 
128 (Apr. 1957). 

Camellia rusticana Honda form, leucantha Honda, Nom. PI. Jap. ed. emend. 
375 (Mar. 1957). 

Nom. jap. Shirobana-yuki-tsubald (1957). 

I have absentmindedly overlooked the earlier published name of var. decumbens 
Sugimoto, which was exceptionally accompanied Latin description. The description 
is very short and imcomplete for the snow camellia , but consulting the specimen 
cited by him, it is undoubtedly pointing to this. As to form, leucantha , under the 
present International Code of Botanical Nomenclature, this can not be adopted to 
the white-flowered form of snow camellia under C. japonica in the existense of 
another earlier published infraspecific epithet in the same form as this, that is 
Caynellia japonica var. japonica form, leucantha Makino in Makinoa 7: 138 (1948). 
I am greatful to Mr. K. Hiyama of Makino Herbarium for his informing me the 
latter forma name. 

Explanation of the plates XII & XIII. 

PI. XII. Upper, Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. subvidua Tuyama at Mr. 
Yokoyama’s Garden. X ca. 1/3. i/^<'py' r 7 fcf X Y, Shibenashi-wabisuke. 

Lower, Camellia Wabisuke var. albo-rosea Tuyama from Minagawa’s 
Garden, Angyo. X ca. 1/2. /s s y t} 0 , Hatsukari. 

PI. 13. Upper, Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. bicolor Kitam. at Saiho-ji, 
Kyoto,* on moss carpet. X ca. 2/3. 7 UX^, Wabisuke. 
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Lower left. Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. at The Saitama-Ken Shoku- 
butsu Mihon-yen, at Angyo. X ca. 2/3. yo'/t'X-)', Shiro-wabisuke. 

Lower right, Camellia Wabisuke Kitam. var. rosea. (Makino) Kitam. 
from Minagawa’s Camellia Garden, Angyo X ca. 2/3. x ^ -Y, Sukiya. 

* * * 
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